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V. ExtraSl of Mr. T. Barker 'j- Meteorologi- 
cal Regijler at Lyndon in Rutland, in a 
Letter to James Weft, Efq\ Pre/. R, S. 
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Read Feb. 13, T Have, according to your defire, fent 

I?72# A 7 0U > on ^e other fide, the quantity 
of rain which fell laft year, and have added an ab- 
flrad: of my obfervations of the barometer and ther- 
mometer, and a general account of the weather here. 
And, with all proper regard* 

I am, S I R # 

Your humble fervant* 

Lyndon, 

Jan - l8 > s772 - T. Barker. 
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That very wet feafon, the laft quarter of 1770, 
ended about Chriftmas, and except three or tour 
warm days, with fome thunder, the beginning of 
January 1771, it was frofty above another quarter of 
a year. No frofl, "indeed, continued fteady much 
above a fortnight together, but they were remarkably 
fharp, (particularly February 12, the Thermometer 
abroad was lower than I have ken It in above twenty 

G 2 years.) 



years.) The intervals between the frofts were fhort, 
and often- frofty mornings, and a fettled froft as late as 
the end of March ; fo that there were but few morn- 
ings, till April 20, but were more or lefs frofty* 
The effe&s were, that garden-things, turnips, Sec* 
were very much deftroyed ; bays, arbutus, myrtles, 
fig-trees, and other tender things, were killed down 
to the ground, and even moft of the common furz; 
and there were fcarce any figns of fpring to that time, 
and the winter corn was very thin. 

Then the weather grew milder,, and in May warm, 
and there came a pleafant, but cool and dry, fummer, 
and often windy ; fo that the grafs was fhort, and 
the crops of hay fmall : but whether it was from the 
ground having been fo foaked in winter, the coolnefs 
of the fumrmer, or two fine rains in the middle of 
June and Auguft, the ground was never fo much 
burnt as it fometimes is* Every thing was, and con- 
tinued, very backward y the hotteft part of thisfum- 
mer was the middle of July; after which, though 
there were feveral fine fihowers, the ground con- 
tinued to burn till toward the middle of Auguft, 
when fome rains made the grafs to grow again ; yet 
it began rather to burn again, in fome places, in Sep- 
tember. The harveft was very late this year, efpe- 
eially the wheat, which both eared and ripened after 
the barley, and moft of it was reaped in September. 
Both hay and harveft were well got in, and the crops 
were well eared, but much of the wheat and rye con- 
tinued very thin; which was too much to be feared, 
after fo bad a feed time, and fevere a winter. 

October was a wet and windy month, but that did 
B.ot hurt, after fo dry a fummer. The wheat feed 
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time was very fine ; and the end of O&ober, No- 
vember* and part of December, were chiefly fair, 
fine and mild, faving much of people's fodder, which 
is fcarce, and the ground is much drier than ufual at 
the time of ytar. (On the other hand, in fome parts 
of Northumberland, Cumberland, and Durham, 
there were at this time fome fuch terrible rains, as 
made prodigious and deftru&ive floods,) It con- 
tinued open and mild to the end of the year; but 
part of December was wetter^ making the ground 
dirty, yet not deep. 
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